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Durazzo, Albania.   View from the sea showing the landing place and, in the
centre, the palace

soil fertile ; many cattle, sheep,
and horses are reared. Area,
5,525 sq. m. Pop. 100,000. The
capital is San Pedro del Durazno,
which is connected by rly. with
Montevideo, 127 m. to S.S.E. It
stands on the Yi. Pop. 27,000.

Durazzo (Alb. Durres). Italian
and familiar name of a seaport
of Albania, the ancient Dyrrha-
chium. It stands on the Adriatic,
60 m. S. of Scutari (Shkoder), and
is now an inconsiderable place, but
extensive ruins attest its former
greatness. Founded 621 B.C. by
Corinthian and Corcyrean colon-
ists under the name of Epidamnos,
it was renamed Dyrrhachium by
the Romans, who made it the port

opposite Brundisium on the W.
side of the Adriatic, and later con-
structed from it the highway
across the Balkans to Byzantium.
In 1501 it passed to the Turks,
who held it until 1913. On Good
Friday, April 7, 1939, Italian
troops landed at Durazzo during
the invasion of Albania. Used as
an Italian base port in the Italo-
Greek war (Oct., 1940-April, 1941),
Durazzo was bombed by the
Allied air forces in 1940, during
the Italo-Greek war, and in 1943.
The town was liberated by Al-
banian partisans on Nov. 20, 1944.
It is a port whose trade in oil,
timber, and fruit is capable of
much development. Pop. 8,739.

Durban. Commercial capital of
Natal, S. Africa. The third largest
city and the premier port in the
Union, it is on the
N. shore of a land-
locked bay. Founded
1824 as Port Natal,
a trading station,
by British pioneers,
on becoming a
town in 1835 it
was ^ renamed after
Benjamin D'Urban, governor of
Cape Colony. Covering an area of
70 sq. m., Durban is laid out on
garden city lines and contains an
impressive town hall, public lib-
rary, museum, public gardens and
parks, racecourses, magnificent
promenade and marine drive, and
is within easy distance of a number
of fine bathing beaches. Durban
is both a highly industrialised city
and a popular holiday resort. Its
harbour, 7 sq. m., ranks as one of
the finest ports in the S. hemi-
sphere. It is the chief port of entry
for the rich gold centres of the
Transvaal and Orange Free State,
a gateway to the Natal hinterland,
and the headquarters of a whaling
industry.

During the Second Great War
Durban was an important staging
point to the Middle and Far East,
particularly in 1942, when the

